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From November 2023 
MENUS#1 
(Volume 149) 


16 PROHIBITION ERA 


“LOUD MOUTH” LEVIN ran Loop bet 
ting, now has arthritis and lives in a 


NDER GREENBERG w 
chair at gangster-controlled Seneca Hotel 


WUGH TONY” CAPEZIO led Circu: 


“Now listen here young Dick Nixon, | don't 
you are on politics, you're destined for the 


ji Calendars—December 1984 
i ycture | Calendars—December 1984 
‘\ cover PIC 


“Clear out your junk”...that was my beloved wife’s request as my menu collection reached vast numbers...(over 2000 when 
one added up menu covers and added on the pages inside) 


| called them ephemera but | guess it depends on one’s viewpoint. Anyway | succumbed, but how could | part with my 
eclectic hard won (or ‘borrowed’) collection from so many varied restaurants and hotels over so many years. After a lot of 
thought and deliberation we agreed to donate them to Westminster Kingsway College, School of Hospitality and Culinary 
Arts (in exchange for a free meal in their restaurant). We had photographed them all and we decided to keep the covers 
and menu contents to produce this book (s) but obviously more were omitted than included. They really do reflect such a 
difference in taste and, sadly, the likes of these will never be seen again. 


We do hope you enjoy the ones we selected (there are so many ah 4 
more too) 


Where possible we have shown the name of the establishment # 
plus location and date as these questions were often asked when { i 


people browsed through them. 


* a 
Anyway, enough of my rabbitin’ on with the collection A 


Arosa in Paderborn, Germany 


Arosa , Paderborn, Germany 


Photo History 


Au Plaisir Gourmand— 
June 1987 


Barbur Brasserie London SE23 


Barbur Brasserie 


6 Of dried fenugreek. 
£4.25 
grated coconut, 
shurt. An original 
1a vegetarian list 


Badisher Hof#Baden Baden 


Photo History 


Barraccuda had Many, very varied menus. 
This is from the Chinese New Year 


Barracuda Bastille weekend 1989 


1990 Anniversary menu 


Barracuda weekend 
in Venice 


; Not sure if this would be acceptable nowadays 
Photo History 


BAILEY’S DUBLIN 


BARBARELLA’S, Baker Street 
London 


Photo History 


BAILEY’S DUBLIN 


P BATEAU 
Photo History j MOUCHE in Paris 


BEEFEATER 


Photo History 


BERNI’S STEAK 


Photo History Bank have 


some very 
innovative 
menu de- 


signs and 
advertising 


hand-outs 


Bank menu, Aldwych, 


Photo History Kingsway, London 


hoto History — Benihana, London 


Bella’s Tampa 
Florida USA 


AXIS, Angel 
Islington 


Biergarten July 1991 


Photo History 


i nt 
Bertorelli’s Restaurant, 


Argyll St wi 


Bluebird Restaurant 
King’s Road Chelsea, 


PERTORELUIS 


Establisned 1913 


>» 


BLUEBIRD 


Brienza, Frith St. 
London 


Bern’s steak 


House, Tam- 
pa Florida 


Photo History 


Forgive a little personal nostalgia. Whilst on the Na- 
tional Diploma Course in Hotel Keeping & Catering 
from 1960-1964 all of us hard-up students worked 
locally at Xmas . We were always welcomed at The 

Brent Bridge Hotel as staff were hard to find on 
Christmas day. We served lunch then got paid and 
then rushed home for our own belated Christmas 

lunch. 


Boulestin , Covent 


Garden, London 


BOULESTIN 


restaurant francair 
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Boulestin, Covent 
Garden, May 1982 


BANGKOK TO LONDON 
-in flight menu 


Photo History 


Bloom’s Whitechapel 
in November 1972 


~ : . ; . 
BREWER’S FAYRE 


BREAD STREET 


BROWN’S HOTEL 
Mayfair 


Photo History 


BLUNK’S , Waltham Cross 


Photo History 


BOAR’S BAGEL DELI 


New York City 


Photo History 


BREAD MARKET 
CAFE, New York 


485 Bh Aeon, Mew ork NY 10007 
\y 
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CAFFE CALDESI 
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CAFFETHE.CIOCCOLATO 


Photo History ~ 


cHocoLA 


CAFE DE PARIS, 


Rome 


MUEO 
ADI 


dan 
s le monde entier 


the world over wo 


AIR FRANCE 


le bon voyage 


MORETTI | 
Birra friulana 


ovunque scelta percheé gradita 


CAFFE-THE-CIOGCOLATO ~ COFFEE-TEA-CHOCOLA apeninvl 
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SERVIZIO INCLUSO ~ SERVICE INCLUDED 


== 


SERVIZIO INGLUSO - SEAVICE INCLUDED 


SERVIZIO 18°" SERVICE CHARGE 


Photo History 


CAFE DELANCY, 


Holborn 
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Photo History 


CAFE JARDIN 


EGGS 


Fried Eggs, Bacon & Sausage 


Omelette (Fine herbes, Mushroom, 


Cheese, Ham, Princess) 
Bousin's Omelette 


Poached Eggs Benedictine 
All the abs 


shows served with French Fried Potatevs) 


Selection of Cold Meats, Potato Salad & Pj 


Four Season Salad Bow! 
Cold Seo: 


‘ickles 


Salmon Mayonnaise 


it Salad Plate with Cottage Cheese 


Cold Breast 


of Turkey with Mixed Salad 


Giteau 


th Cream or Cheese 
Ice Creams or Sherbets 


Créme Caramel 


Chocolate, Vanilla or Strawberry Milk Shake 


W% Service charge 


Feb 1972 


0,90 
0.80 
1,00 
0.80 
0,90 


0.25 
0.20 
0.20 
0.15 
0.25 
0.15 
0.15 


0.15 
0.15 
0.15 
0.10 
0.20 


TABLE D'HOTE 


Saturday, Sth February 1972 


Chilled Fruit Juices 
Cream of Onion Soup 


Hot Turkey Sandwich £0. 
Grilled Pork Chop with Apple Sauce £0.90 


Mushroom Omelette 


Assorted Cold Meats with Salads 


French Fried ~ Cole Slaw 
Creamed Potatoes - Buttered Beans 


Lemon Meringue Pie - Mixed Ice Cream 


Photo History 


NATIONAL SPORTING 
CLUB MARCH 1979 


CALENDARS 


December 1984 


SNACKS AND APPE IZERS 


a 


¥ ONIONSOUP 5p "K AC 
Sautéed onions simmered inasherry bee Hala r 
broth with our special New 
and served in a basket 
¥ CREAMOFTOMATOSOLIP B5p 
SnengSh favouriawah therichtasteok Wy BAR. 2 WING: 
. bickory sauce and seyved in, 
Y TEXA 
te, but 
mcipe 
99p 
Se Country-style paté server! with 
‘oast fingers and butter 


ONTHECOB ot 
Served piping hot with melted butter 


¥ GUACAMOLE DIP 


ends 
Y POTATO: 
‘hopped tomaty, aS 
1s portion oferisp Gal ere Hoskins fied e 
Served witha soured cream, 
ab) £1.75 ¥ BACON AND CHEES 


chopped tomatoes with 


's, Jalepeno chillies, and spy (tied potato skiing 
antro, Served with plenty of uncon 


¥ PRAWN COCKTAIL fiss WC 


Chilled prawns set atop diced cucuniber: array Of fresh 
mixed with shredded lettuce and covered! served with hoy 
ina homemade cocktail sauce dressing 


led with scrambled 
een peppers, Covered 


“Alexandler who... 2 6 n0 
THE VACAMOLE DIP OR JMEMADE SALSA Witty 
GO GREAF WITH Alt ¢ R MEXICAN ENTREES 


a 
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FLORENCE 1987 


Ristorante Al Campidoglio 


CARAPACE 
Photo History 


Hampstead 


December 1989 


CANTINA 


Shad Thames, London 


Photo History 


CANTINETTA ANTINORI 


Florence 


CAPABILITY BROWN 


Photo History 


West End Lane, London 


ec NMOS 
Pe 


‘eo ect 


CARLO’S & PEPE’S 


CARLO’S PLACE ..our favourite 


Photo History place at the time 
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Desserts 
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Specialties and Things 
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CARNEGIE 


New York 


Photo History 


MAIN COURSES —— 


ENGLISH STYLE 
Potato, Steak & Kidney or 


Homemad¢ Meat & 
Chee orved with Chips, 


o 
Lambs Liver, Chips, 
Vegetables and Salado... - 


Lamb Chops, Chips, 
Vegetables, salad a 


att 


CAROL’S Warehouse Diner 


Manchester 


Photo History CARRIER’S 


London 


CARRIESE, 


CARRIER’S 


Photo History 


London 


Photo History 


CHALET SUZANNE 


CASA de FRANCO 


Photo History 


CHARLIE CHALK 


Kid’s Menu 


Pan 
wig IT 


CHEF & BREWER 


My old menu covers and 


the ones we introduced 
later 


CHELSEA DRUGSTORE 


Kings Road Chelsea 


Mid 1960’s 
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This first volume proved to me that | had undertaken a bigger task than | had anticipated. Firstly, actually photographing all 
the massive amount of menus (both covers and inside pages) before donating them, took an eternity. Then | had to select 
which ones | wanted to include...again not an easy task. | realised, as | was downloading them to this volume, that it would 
take several volumes to embrace all that | wanted to preserve and allow others to enjoy. | then had to put them in some 
sort of order so alphabetic name sorting seemed most sensible. Where | had originally noted dates they are included as well 
as locations. The actual layout of each page took quite a while because | like to think that the visual aspect is important and 
the artists who originally designed these individual covers would appreciate my chosen way of displaying their art 


| had a career spanning over 50 years in hospitality and many menus were my introductions in a fast-changing food and 
drink environment and it is easy, in hindsight, to be critical, but remember, some of these menus were in a period following 
the war when food was short, when rationing had not long finished and where the UK was slavishly following our English 
speaking counterparts in the USA. Slowly we developed our own world standing in catering and the ‘celebrity chef’ status 
meant many UK diners were becoming far more knowledgably about food and dining out. The menus themselves show 
such a variety of concepts and | am so delighted that | have seen catering develop from dining rooms above pubs serving a 
three course basic lunch to regular clients where vegetables were overcooked and ‘puddings’ were so heavy one wondered 
how any work could be carried out by the patrons after lunch. | really feel now that we lead the world in our catering varie- 
ty at every level and | am proud of having been here throughout the change and ‘maybe’ even contributed a little to the 
improvement. 


Anyway..the menus are now computer generated and many seem to have lost that wonderful innovative aura and by 
browsing through this volume and subsequent ones | hope you will agree that there will never be anything that will replace 
this art form. 


Thank you for indulging me...and as | always say, my focus on completing these volumes plus my ‘Photo History’ volumes 
has kept me very busy but more importantly, has kept me off the streets. 


Ralph 


November 2023 


1960 


That’s me as a commis chef (on the 
right) at The Park Lane Hotel in 
Piccadilly waiting for the 10.00pm 

call to go home after a long day 
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